Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Q74006 
Application No. 10/764,553 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1.-12. (canceled) 

13. (withdrawn-currently amended): A method of preparing thea Mycobacterium 
promoter of claim 23 e xpr e ssion syst e m for high throughput ocr e ening and d e v e loping inhibitors 
against mycobact e ria und e r low carbon sourc e, said process comprising the steps of: 

(a) isolatin g said promoter from Mycobacterium DNA and charact e rizing a 200 bp 
promot e r s e qu e nce having SEQ ED NO. 2 from nucl e otide s e qu e nc e of 1.5 kb DNA fragm e nt 
upstr e am of M, tuberculosis g e n e rclA/spoT , 

(b) ligating the isolated promoter sequence of step (a) in to a plasmid vectorv eeter 
pSAK12,and 

(c) studying th e e xpression of th e promot e r s e quenc e und e r low carbon sourc e or carbon 
starv e d conditions . 

14. (withdrawn-currently amended): The A process o fas claim e d in claim 13, wherein 
the Mycobacterium p romoter is 2.5 foldfekte more active in M Sme^matis than the conv e ntional 
heat shock protein promoter ( Ph T ^n) (h e at shock prot e in promoter) promoter . 
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15. (withdrawn-currently amended): A process of expressine a reporter gene in M 
smegmatis under carbon starved conditions, the process comprising the step of growing M 
smezmatis containing the promoter of claim 28 as claimed in claim 13 . wherein the carbon source 
is T about 2.5 to 0.001% g lucose is in th e range of about 2.5 to 0.001% . 

16. (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claimed in claim 1544, wherein 
the carbon source is about 2 to 0.02%r glucos e is in the rang e of about 2 to 0.02% . 

17. (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claim e d in claim 1544, wherein 
the p e rc e ntag e inhibition growth of the M smegmflto mycobact e ria in pr e s e nc e of th e promoter 
and in pr e s e nc e of inhibitor e thambutol is reduced b yin th e rang e of about 6 to 25% by the 
presence of ethambutol in pr e s e nc e of 0.02 % glucos e i. e und e r starv e d conditions . 

18. (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claim e d in claim 17. wherein 
the p e rc e ntag e inhibition growth of the M. smegmarts mvcobact e ria in th e p r e s e nc e of the 
promot e r and in pr e s e nc e of inhibitor e thambutol is reduced b yin th e range of about 7 to 21% by 
the presence of ethambutol in pr e senc e of 0.02 % glucose i.o und e r starv e d conditions . 

19. (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claim e d in claim 1544. wherein 
the p e rc e ntag e inhibition growth of the M. smegmatis mvcobact e ria in pr e senc e of the promotor 
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and in pr e senc e of inhibitor isoniazid e is reduced b yin th e range of about 15 to 45% by the 
presence of isoniazid in pr e senc e of 0.02 % glucose i. e und e r starved conditions . 

20. (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claim e d in claim 19, wherein 
the p e rc e ntag e inhibition growth of the M. smegmatis mvcobactcria in pres e nc e of th e promotor 
and in pres e nc e of inhibitor isoniazid e is reduced b yin th e range of about 1 8 to 40 % in the 
presence of isoniazid in pr e s e nc e of 0.02 % glucos e i. e und e r starv e d conditions . 

2 1 . (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claim e d in claim 154^, wherein 
the p e rc e ntag e inhibition growth of the M smezmatis m YCobact e ria in presenc e of th e promotor 
and in pres e nc e of inhibitor rifampicin is reduced b yin th e rang e of about 20 to 45% by the 
presence of rifampicin in pr e s e nc e of 0.02 % glucos e i. e und e r starv e d conditions . 

22. (withdrawn-currently amended): TheA process o fas claimed in claim 21 , wherein 
the perc e ntag e inhibition growth of the M smegmatis mvcobcLCt e ria in presenc e of th e promot e r 
and in pr e s e nc e of inhibitor rifampicin is reduced b yin th e rang e of about 21 to 41% by the 
presence of rifamipicin in pr e s e nce of 0.02 % glucos e i. e und e r starved conditions . 

23. (new) A Mycobacterium promoter, wherein the promoter is stable in M. 
smegmatis and E. coli, and consists essentially of the 200 base pair fragment upstream and 
adjacent to the Mycobacterium tuberculosis relA/SpoT gene. 
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24. (new) The Mycobacterium promoter of claim 23, wherein the promoter is 
operatively linked to a reporter gene. 

25. (new) The Mycobacterium promoter of claim 24, wherein said reporter gene is 

LacZ. 

26. (new) The Mycobacterium promoter of claim 24, wherein said reporter gene is 

xylE. 

27. (new) The Mycobacterium promoter of claim 24, wherein the promoter is 2.5 
fold more active in M. smegmatis than the heat shock protein promoter (Ph S p6o)- 

28 (new) The Mycobacterium promoter of claim 24, wherein the promoter is further 
contained in a plasmid with an Ampicillin or Kanamycin resistance marker. 

29. (new) The Mycobacterium promoter of claim 23, wherein the promoter consists 
ofSEQIDNO:2. 
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